44    CONSTITUTION OF EASTERN CHURCHES

Again referring to Siibernagl as authority, he calls the pres-
ent ecumenical patriarch " the spiritual head of the whole
Orthodox Church (sic) and the secular head of the Greek
Church in the Turkish dominions." * Adeney acknowl-
edges the present rights of the Patriarchs of Antioch and
Jerusalem to choose their own patriarchs without reference
to the Ecumenical Church, but adds that " the Patriarch of
Alexandria is still subject to the Patriarch of Constanti-
nople/'2 Similar generalizations are made by Tozer.3

Such a view of the supremacy of the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople over the other three, mistaken though it is, rises
not unnaturally from the misinterpretation of certain facts.
The title Ecumenical is itself misleading. It seems to have
misled the Turks themselves. Since the taking of Constan-
tinople in 1453, the resident patriarch has been regarded
as head of the Orthodox in Turkey, by the government,
which has attributed to him the title of Miilet-Bassi, or Chief
of the (Greek) Nation.4 As a matter of fact, he is supreme
over by far the larger part of the empire. His see to-day
includes Asia Minor, the ^Egean Isles, Crete, and all of
European Turkey, though in portions where the sultan has
but nominal sway, the sway of the patriarch is also but nom-
inal. Subject to him there are eighty-eight metropolitans
and bishops (not including suffragans), over against forty-
two in the combined Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria,
and Jerusalem, most of the prelates of the last-named see
being merely titular. Moreover, his see to-day is materially
shrunken from its former proportions. In the middle of the
last century it also included Greece, Bulgaria, Servia, and
Roumania, then parts of the empire. Supremacy over the
Russian Church, which had lasted, with ever-lessening grip,
for six centuries, came to an end formally only with the
establishment of the Russian Patriarchate in 1587. In the

earlier chapter (p. 136), dealing with patristic times, states that "in
the last resort each patriarch is independent in his own sphere."
1 Ibid., p. 336.                                               *Ibid., p. 337.

3 "The Church and the Eastern Empire," p. 47, by H. F. Tozer
(1904).

4 For the significance of this title see page 46.